
PORTUGAL'S SCHIST VILLAGES 
[ALDEIAS DO XISTO]
A PREMIER DESTINATION FOR LIVING, 
INVESTING AND CREATING, WILL BE SHOWING 
ITSELF TO THE FRENCH PUBLIC IN SEPTEMBER.

Portugal has never been more popular with the French, 
for its nature, culture, heritage and cuisine. The Aldeias 
do Xisto bring all these attractions together in the 
Centre Region of Portugal. An authentic land, fully 
developed socioeconomically, that it focusing on 
sustainable tourism services, based on the local culture. 
A destination of choice for living, investing and 
creating. This is what the Aldeias do Xisto will be 
revealing to the French public, this September, by 
participating in the “La Parisienne” race and the 
International Maison et Objet Trade Fair. 
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The Craft + Design Aldeias do Xisto projects are a challenge to bring 

together, around nature and culture, a group of actors and knowledge 

frontiers in such diverse areas as history, ethnography, gastronomy, craft, 

design, the traditional arts and crafts, digital arts and crafts, ecology and 

audio-visual, in order to conceptualize and produce goods and services 

capable of creating new demand from the local context. The projects aim 

to create a new range of products and services, prototypes and 

experiences that enrich our ability to do and enable us to establish new 

commercial, strategic and emotional links with other social, cultural and 

economic sectors that enhance the area of the Aldeias do Xisto.

This project consolidates the positioning of the collaborative culture 

between management and design, a powerful catalyst within organizations 

that stimulates creativity, the development of initiatives and the work of 

teams that want to generate value in the social context. Transformations 

based on ethical principles and greener ways of living will change the way 

we live, promoting personal, social and political well-being in the target 

area of this project.

km journey along this wild river, with deviations to the Aldeias do Xisto 

and other places of interest in the area. In summer, the network of river 

beaches o�ers refreshment and tranquillity in the country's purest waters.

In the Aldeias do Xisto shops you will find full flavour-filled products along 

with contemporary and traditional craftwork. And - speaking of flavours - 

prepare yourself for unforgettable experiences, as our restaurants take the 

regional gastronomy to a new level of excellence. Explore our events 

calendar, there is always something surprising and innovative going on 

around here, a jazz or fado concert, a traditional carnival or a sporting 

activity. And, at the end of the day, relax in comfortable village 

accommodation. When you wake up you will want to start all over again.

DARK SKY ALDEIAS DO XISTO: FOR COMMUNION WITH NATURE 
AND THE COSMOS
The Starlight Foundation has awarded the "Starlight Tourist Destination” 

international certification to the Dark Sky Aldeias do Xisto project. It is in 

the most remote interior part of the Aldeias do Xisto area that the best 

conditions for observing the night sky are found. Scientific measurements 

show that the visibility, transparency, darkness and clear night parameters 

are excellent for enjoying the night sky and astronomical phenomena. 

This certification also testifies to the quality of the welcome, the 

excellence and range of tourist services, as well as the genuine interest of 

the local community. This set of factors shapes a tourism experience that 

goes beyond simple observation of the sky to a strategic commitment 

that reconciles the development of tourism with social and environmental 

sustainability, based on total immersion and communion with nature and 

the cosmos.

CRAFT+DESIGN IN ALDEIAS DO XISTO
The Craft + Design Aldeias do Xisto projects involve craft workshops, 

universities, design teams and social specialists who are invited to 

immerse themselves in the life of the villages and draw inspiration from 

the context of the locations as the inspiration for the creation of 

significant objects of memory and cultural identity, the values of the land 

and the Portuguese spirit.

ACTIVE TOURISM – WHY CHOOSE ALDEIAS DO XISTO
The Aldeias do Xisto (Schist Villages) are the gateway to a diversified 

range of tourism and leisure opportunities in close contact with nature 

and the region’s culture. This unique landscape in Portugal is the 

setting for some of the country's best infrastructure for active 

tourism, including Mountain Biking Trail running, canoeing and climbing. 

The culture of "sport for all" and the quality of the facilities and 

information available in Aldeias do Xisto o�er the opportunity to practice 

a whole range of sports, for both amateur and professional enthusiasts. 

Whether you want a relaxing stroll or to test your physical and technical 

limits, there will always be a trail waiting for you and specialized services 

to support you. 

For those who love to walk there are more than 600Km of duly certified 

walking routes. Runners can test themselves on the trails of the Aldeias 

do Xisto Trail running Centre. Mountain bikers will be amazed by the 

trails at all levels of di�culty based around the Mountain Bike Centres. 

Implemented in Portugal for the first time by Aldeias do Xisto, these 

permanent sports infrastructures o�er networks of mountain biking trails 

and reception areas kitted out with equipment dedicated exclusively to 

mountain biking enthusiasts. The Centres o�er internationally approved 

CrossCountry, DownHill or FreeRide trails at varying levels of di�culty, 

suitable for all types of users.

Many accommodation partners in the Aldeias do Xisto are Bikotel 

certified, another innovation brought to Portugal by Aldeias do Xisto. 

Bikotel is accommodation complying with good practice in hosting 

cyclists, reflected in a range of services designed specially to meet the 

needs of those for whom cycling is the most important thing in the world.

As a territory with abundant water, there are numerous trails following 

these ecological corridors, allowing direct contact with the surrounding 

nature. The GRZ- Zêzere Grand Route is a multimodal route for walking, 

mountain biking and canoeing. From the spring of the Zêzere river, in 

Estrela Mountain, to its estuary at Constância, it is an unforgettable 370 

BOOKINXISTO, A FAIR TRADE BOOKING PLATFORM
Aldeias do Xisto have a wide and diverse range of accommodation, 

restaurants and tourist entertainment companies, with services o�ering 

direct contact with the territory, its landscapes, its food, secrets and 

people. Go to bookinxisto.com to book a room, a meal or an experience 

easily and securely.

Bookinxisto is an online bookings platform exclusive to Aldeias do Xisto, 

created with the support of the Centro 2020 programme, which brings 

multiservice together and operates on a fair trade basis - i.e. no fees or 

brokers. The full price of the bookings, guaranteed to be the lowest on the 

market, goes directly to the local partners. It is therefore the best website 

to visit if you’re looking for accommodation, local attractions and 

restaurants in the 27 Aldeia do Xisto.

Bookinxisto is available worldwide at the VisitPortugal website.

LA PARISIENNE, 8 SEPTEMBER, 2019
The mythical “La Parisienne” race will bring together over 25,000 women in 

a breast cancer prevention and fundraising campaign. The values of sport 

and physical and spiritual well-being are essential to the active tourism 

services provided in the Aldeias do Xisto, so the brand could not miss out on 

this event. The Aldeias do Xisto invited 50 participants to run in the race 

wearing the colours of the brand, through a competition on the Cap 

Magellan Facebook page. The whole team will be attending with their own 

stand, to welcome the participants and promote the area with the Parisians. 

MAISON ET OBJET, 6-10 SEPTEMBER 2019 
The Aldeias do Xisto have fostered a collaborative culture that brings 

together the land, design and craft know-how through projects involving 

craft workshops, universities and designers. Based on immersion and 

inspiration in the locations and their surroundings, significant objects of 

cultural identity, the values of the territory and the Portuguese spirit are 

created. These objects illustrate a new way of living, being and behaving - a 

more ecological lifestyle governed by ethical principles. Some of these 

objects will be presented during the Maison et Objet World Fair, recognition 

of the enormous value of the craft-design output of the Aldeias do Xisto. In 

this sense, the brand’s stand will be located in one of the most privileged 

areas of the Fair: Signature: Unique et Eclectic. 

 

THE ALDEIAS DO XISTO INITIATIVE
The Aldeias do Xisto are a destination-brand that in the last few years has 

managed to bring a unique area in the Centre Region and in the Country to 

the forefront, through tourist activity, experimentation and knowledge. A 

premier area for living, investing and creating. This has been achieved 

always by seeking out the most distinctive and authentic items in the 

landscape and communities, attracting investment and opening the door to 

experimental initiatives based on the essence of the locations. The 

relationship with nature, earth and people has been the guiding star of an 

approach that seeks to revitalize the land based on its identity. 

Through various entrepreneurial, artistic and experimental projects, the 

Aldeias do Xisto have identified methods for turning thought into action, 

ideas into activity, resources into value proposals. In short, making the 

culture of the area an economic and social development asset.

Our plan is to reinvent the culture of places with the people who live in 

them so as to generate social and economic value in the region. We 

experiment with our identity, making use of creativity and knowledge. We 

are giving this territory visibility as a living laboratory, open to new thinking 

and settlers capable of playing a key role in changing the social fabric to 

bring about new ways of doing and being.
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AWARDS
The Aldeias do Xisto have recently been recognized with the award of 

international prizes, such as a Travellers’ Choice Awards by Trip Advisor 

and a World Luxury Hotel Award. They have also received the Oxygen 

award, which every year rewards best environmental and community 

engagement practices. They received an award from Meios & Publicidade 

magazine for the Bookinxisto booking platform Marketing Campaign. The 

Dark Sky Aldeias do Xisto project was recently awarded the “Starlight 

Tourist Destination” international recognition.
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ACTIVE TOURISM – WHY CHOOSE ALDEIAS DO XISTO
The Aldeias do Xisto (Schist Villages) are the gateway to a diversified 

range of tourism and leisure opportunities in close contact with nature 

and the region’s culture. This unique landscape in Portugal is the 

setting for some of the country's best infrastructure for active 

tourism, including Mountain Biking Trail running, canoeing and climbing. 

The culture of "sport for all" and the quality of the facilities and 

information available in Aldeias do Xisto o�er the opportunity to practice 

a whole range of sports, for both amateur and professional enthusiasts. 

Whether you want a relaxing stroll or to test your physical and technical 

limits, there will always be a trail waiting for you and specialized services 

to support you. 

For those who love to walk there are more than 600Km of duly certified 

walking routes. Runners can test themselves on the trails of the Aldeias 

do Xisto Trail running Centre. Mountain bikers will be amazed by the 

trails at all levels of di�culty based around the Mountain Bike Centres. 

Implemented in Portugal for the first time by Aldeias do Xisto, these 

permanent sports infrastructures o�er networks of mountain biking trails 

and reception areas kitted out with equipment dedicated exclusively to 

mountain biking enthusiasts. The Centres o�er internationally approved 

CrossCountry, DownHill or FreeRide trails at varying levels of di�culty, 

suitable for all types of users.

Many accommodation partners in the Aldeias do Xisto are Bikotel 

certified, another innovation brought to Portugal by Aldeias do Xisto. 

Bikotel is accommodation complying with good practice in hosting 

cyclists, reflected in a range of services designed specially to meet the 

needs of those for whom cycling is the most important thing in the world.

As a territory with abundant water, there are numerous trails following 

these ecological corridors, allowing direct contact with the surrounding 

nature. The GRZ- Zêzere Grand Route is a multimodal route for walking, 

mountain biking and canoeing. From the spring of the Zêzere river, in 

Estrela Mountain, to its estuary at Constância, it is an unforgettable 370 

BOOKINXISTO, A FAIR TRADE BOOKING PLATFORM
Aldeias do Xisto have a wide and diverse range of accommodation, 

restaurants and tourist entertainment companies, with services o�ering 

direct contact with the territory, its landscapes, its food, secrets and 

people. Go to bookinxisto.com to book a room, a meal or an experience 

easily and securely.

Bookinxisto is an online bookings platform exclusive to Aldeias do Xisto, 

created with the support of the Centro 2020 programme, which brings 

multiservice together and operates on a fair trade basis - i.e. no fees or 

brokers. The full price of the bookings, guaranteed to be the lowest on the 

market, goes directly to the local partners. It is therefore the best website 

to visit if you’re looking for accommodation, local attractions and 

restaurants in the 27 Aldeia do Xisto.

Bookinxisto is available worldwide at the VisitPortugal website.

LA PARISIENNE, 8 SEPTEMBER, 2019
The mythical “La Parisienne” race will bring together over 25,000 women in 

a breast cancer prevention and fundraising campaign. The values of sport 

and physical and spiritual well-being are essential to the active tourism 

services provided in the Aldeias do Xisto, so the brand could not miss out on 

this event. The Aldeias do Xisto invited 50 participants to run in the race 

wearing the colours of the brand, through a competition on the Cap 

Magellan Facebook page. The whole team will be attending with their own 

stand, to welcome the participants and promote the area with the Parisians. 

MAISON ET OBJET, 6-10 SEPTEMBER 2019 
The Aldeias do Xisto have fostered a collaborative culture that brings 

together the land, design and craft know-how through projects involving 

craft workshops, universities and designers. Based on immersion and 

inspiration in the locations and their surroundings, significant objects of 

cultural identity, the values of the territory and the Portuguese spirit are 

created. These objects illustrate a new way of living, being and behaving - a 

more ecological lifestyle governed by ethical principles. Some of these 

objects will be presented during the Maison et Objet World Fair, recognition 

of the enormous value of the craft-design output of the Aldeias do Xisto. In 

this sense, the brand’s stand will be located in one of the most privileged 

areas of the Fair: Signature: Unique et Eclectic. 

 

THE ALDEIAS DO XISTO INITIATIVE
The Aldeias do Xisto are a destination-brand that in the last few years has 

managed to bring a unique area in the Centre Region and in the Country to 

the forefront, through tourist activity, experimentation and knowledge. A 

premier area for living, investing and creating. This has been achieved 

always by seeking out the most distinctive and authentic items in the 

landscape and communities, attracting investment and opening the door to 

experimental initiatives based on the essence of the locations. The 

relationship with nature, earth and people has been the guiding star of an 

approach that seeks to revitalize the land based on its identity. 

Through various entrepreneurial, artistic and experimental projects, the 

Aldeias do Xisto have identified methods for turning thought into action, 

ideas into activity, resources into value proposals. In short, making the 

culture of the area an economic and social development asset.

Our plan is to reinvent the culture of places with the people who live in 

them so as to generate social and economic value in the region. We 

experiment with our identity, making use of creativity and knowledge. We 

are giving this territory visibility as a living laboratory, open to new thinking 

and settlers capable of playing a key role in changing the social fabric to 

bring about new ways of doing and being.
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AWARDS
The Aldeias do Xisto have recently been recognized with the award of 

international prizes, such as a Travellers’ Choice Awards by Trip Advisor 

and a World Luxury Hotel Award. They have also received the Oxygen 

award, which every year rewards best environmental and community 

engagement practices. They received an award from Meios & Publicidade 

magazine for the Bookinxisto booking platform Marketing Campaign. The 

Dark Sky Aldeias do Xisto project was recently awarded the “Starlight 

Tourist Destination” international recognition.



The Craft + Design Aldeias do Xisto projects are a challenge to bring 

together, around nature and culture, a group of actors and knowledge 

frontiers in such diverse areas as history, ethnography, gastronomy, craft, 

design, the traditional arts and crafts, digital arts and crafts, ecology and 

audio-visual, in order to conceptualize and produce goods and services 

capable of creating new demand from the local context. The projects aim 

to create a new range of products and services, prototypes and 

experiences that enrich our ability to do and enable us to establish new 

commercial, strategic and emotional links with other social, cultural and 

economic sectors that enhance the area of the Aldeias do Xisto.

This project consolidates the positioning of the collaborative culture 

between management and design, a powerful catalyst within organizations 

that stimulates creativity, the development of initiatives and the work of 

teams that want to generate value in the social context. Transformations 

based on ethical principles and greener ways of living will change the way 

we live, promoting personal, social and political well-being in the target 

area of this project.

km journey along this wild river, with deviations to the Aldeias do Xisto 

and other places of interest in the area. In summer, the network of river 

beaches o�ers refreshment and tranquillity in the country's purest waters.

In the Aldeias do Xisto shops you will find full flavour-filled products along 

with contemporary and traditional craftwork. And - speaking of flavours - 

prepare yourself for unforgettable experiences, as our restaurants take the 

regional gastronomy to a new level of excellence. Explore our events 

calendar, there is always something surprising and innovative going on 

around here, a jazz or fado concert, a traditional carnival or a sporting 

activity. And, at the end of the day, relax in comfortable village 

accommodation. When you wake up you will want to start all over again.

DARK SKY ALDEIAS DO XISTO: FOR COMMUNION WITH NATURE 
AND THE COSMOS
The Starlight Foundation has awarded the "Starlight Tourist Destination” 

international certification to the Dark Sky Aldeias do Xisto project. It is in 

the most remote interior part of the Aldeias do Xisto area that the best 

conditions for observing the night sky are found. Scientific measurements 

show that the visibility, transparency, darkness and clear night parameters 

are excellent for enjoying the night sky and astronomical phenomena. 

This certification also testifies to the quality of the welcome, the 

excellence and range of tourist services, as well as the genuine interest of 

the local community. This set of factors shapes a tourism experience that 

goes beyond simple observation of the sky to a strategic commitment 

that reconciles the development of tourism with social and environmental 

sustainability, based on total immersion and communion with nature and 

the cosmos.
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The Craft + Design Aldeias do Xisto projects involve craft workshops, 

universities, design teams and social specialists who are invited to 

immerse themselves in the life of the villages and draw inspiration from 
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and the region’s culture. This unique landscape in Portugal is the 

setting for some of the country's best infrastructure for active 

tourism, including Mountain Biking Trail running, canoeing and climbing. 

The culture of "sport for all" and the quality of the facilities and 

information available in Aldeias do Xisto o�er the opportunity to practice 

a whole range of sports, for both amateur and professional enthusiasts. 

Whether you want a relaxing stroll or to test your physical and technical 

limits, there will always be a trail waiting for you and specialized services 

to support you. 

For those who love to walk there are more than 600Km of duly certified 

walking routes. Runners can test themselves on the trails of the Aldeias 

do Xisto Trail running Centre. Mountain bikers will be amazed by the 

trails at all levels of di�culty based around the Mountain Bike Centres. 

Implemented in Portugal for the first time by Aldeias do Xisto, these 

permanent sports infrastructures o�er networks of mountain biking trails 

and reception areas kitted out with equipment dedicated exclusively to 

mountain biking enthusiasts. The Centres o�er internationally approved 

CrossCountry, DownHill or FreeRide trails at varying levels of di�culty, 

suitable for all types of users.

Many accommodation partners in the Aldeias do Xisto are Bikotel 

certified, another innovation brought to Portugal by Aldeias do Xisto. 

Bikotel is accommodation complying with good practice in hosting 

cyclists, reflected in a range of services designed specially to meet the 

needs of those for whom cycling is the most important thing in the world.

As a territory with abundant water, there are numerous trails following 

these ecological corridors, allowing direct contact with the surrounding 

nature. The GRZ- Zêzere Grand Route is a multimodal route for walking, 

mountain biking and canoeing. From the spring of the Zêzere river, in 

Estrela Mountain, to its estuary at Constância, it is an unforgettable 370 
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direct contact with the territory, its landscapes, its food, secrets and 

people. Go to bookinxisto.com to book a room, a meal or an experience 

easily and securely.

Bookinxisto is an online bookings platform exclusive to Aldeias do Xisto, 

created with the support of the Centro 2020 programme, which brings 

multiservice together and operates on a fair trade basis - i.e. no fees or 

brokers. The full price of the bookings, guaranteed to be the lowest on the 

market, goes directly to the local partners. It is therefore the best website 

to visit if you’re looking for accommodation, local attractions and 
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services provided in the Aldeias do Xisto, so the brand could not miss out on 

this event. The Aldeias do Xisto invited 50 participants to run in the race 

wearing the colours of the brand, through a competition on the Cap 

Magellan Facebook page. The whole team will be attending with their own 

stand, to welcome the participants and promote the area with the Parisians. 
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together the land, design and craft know-how through projects involving 

craft workshops, universities and designers. Based on immersion and 

inspiration in the locations and their surroundings, significant objects of 

cultural identity, the values of the territory and the Portuguese spirit are 

created. These objects illustrate a new way of living, being and behaving - a 

more ecological lifestyle governed by ethical principles. Some of these 

objects will be presented during the Maison et Objet World Fair, recognition 

of the enormous value of the craft-design output of the Aldeias do Xisto. In 

this sense, the brand’s stand will be located in one of the most privileged 

areas of the Fair: Signature: Unique et Eclectic. 

 

THE ALDEIAS DO XISTO INITIATIVE
The Aldeias do Xisto are a destination-brand that in the last few years has 

managed to bring a unique area in the Centre Region and in the Country to 

the forefront, through tourist activity, experimentation and knowledge. A 

premier area for living, investing and creating. This has been achieved 

always by seeking out the most distinctive and authentic items in the 

landscape and communities, attracting investment and opening the door to 

experimental initiatives based on the essence of the locations. The 

relationship with nature, earth and people has been the guiding star of an 

approach that seeks to revitalize the land based on its identity. 

Through various entrepreneurial, artistic and experimental projects, the 

Aldeias do Xisto have identified methods for turning thought into action, 

ideas into activity, resources into value proposals. In short, making the 

culture of the area an economic and social development asset.

Our plan is to reinvent the culture of places with the people who live in 

them so as to generate social and economic value in the region. We 

experiment with our identity, making use of creativity and knowledge. We 

are giving this territory visibility as a living laboratory, open to new thinking 

and settlers capable of playing a key role in changing the social fabric to 

bring about new ways of doing and being.
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economic sectors that enhance the area of the Aldeias do Xisto.
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between management and design, a powerful catalyst within organizations 

that stimulates creativity, the development of initiatives and the work of 

teams that want to generate value in the social context. Transformations 

based on ethical principles and greener ways of living will change the way 

we live, promoting personal, social and political well-being in the target 
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