
Portuguese programme benefits NZ companies 

 

New Zealand companies could benefit from the language skills and market experience of a 
Portuguese government initiative which is helping graduates secure opportunities and work 
placements around the world. 

 

NZTE Madrid recently met with the Portuguese economic development agency AICEP and 
during their visit were introduced to a graduate training programme called INOV which 
encourages business partnerships with international companies while placing high performing 
Portuguese graduates with companies around the world. 

 

This type of internship programme could be of real benefit to New Zealand companies looking 
to attract high potential university talent at a low cost, as well as extend their international 
networks. New Zealand companies participating in the programme would have access to the 
language skills offered by Portuguese graduates including Portuguese (spoken in Portugal, 
Brazil and a number of African countries), English and very likely Spanish. The programme also 
provides access to reliable and up-to-date market intelligence and business networks in 
countries of Portuguese influence. 

 

Católica Lisbon School of Business & Economics is nationally and internationally recognised as 
one of the top schools of Management and Economics in Portugal.  

 

The internships run for six to nine months with wages, travel, accommodation in the host 
country and medical insurance all covered by AICEP. The only obligatory cost for the host 
company would be any additional travel and accommodation. 

 

New Zealand companies which have used the INOV programme in the past include Auckland 
based logistics company, Daniel Silva Ltd and the Auckland Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 

 

The INOV Programme has been running for 15 years with 3500 graduates placed in 74 
countries to date. It has become well recognised and a highly respected programme by the 
Portuguese business community and also by some of the most prestigious companies and 
research institutes worldwide. 

 

New Zealand companies looking to take advantage of this graduate programme can complete 
the registration process online. 


