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The exhibition Re-invented crafts 

shows the current state of Portuguese 

design. The six designers invited 

by aicep Portugal Global push 

the boundaries of the local crafts 

industry. Two tendencies stand out 

clearly this year. Computationally 

generated design and 3D-printing 

is one common focus among this year’s 

designers. On the other side of the 

technology spectrum, experimentation 

and exploration of traditional local 

crafts is noticeable in the pieces 

of the selected designers. Their design 

approach is straight forward: local 

resources and a minimum amount 

of materials is used, complemented 

by the synergy between craftsmanship 

and technology. “Less is more” 

is what the work conveys of these 

six Portuguese designers.

New processes and technology 
The first theme comprises innovative 

confluences between new technology 

and craftsmanship. Designer Brimet 

Silva of design research studio 

DIGITALAB merges the newest 

technology with locally produced 

cork thread. In the project Co-RK 

Re-invented crafts 
Re-invented crafts - a new perspective on Portuguese design 
Six designers present their newest products during Dutch Design Week 2018

system, material innovation 

and computationally generated design 

are merged. Cork is harvested 

in Portugal and is used for 

algorithmically generated structures 

and applications in furniture 

and surfaces. João Abreu Valente 

and Monica Braga dos Santos, 

both renowned ceramic designers, 

integrate 3D-Printing into the process 

of ceramics. This technology enables 

them to reduce labor time and make 

more refined shapes. The suspended 

Kite lamp of Manuel Amaral Netto 

shows that crafts can go hand 

in hand with contemporary looking 

designs. With a limited amount 

of materials, he creates a hand-

assembled floating lamp assembled 

by hand. He also uses 3D-Printing 

in order to create his meet 

the requirements of a complex 

geometric designs.

Exploration of local crafts 
Secondly, the exploration and 

experimentation of local crafts and 

the implementation of new technology 

in order to improve production 

is encountered in the selection. 

The Wall Project by Maria Ana Vasco 

Costa shows the potential that 

creativity has as a tool for innovation. 

In her project, the traditional local 

Portuguese use of monochromatic 

tiles is taken to the next level. 

Her project visualizes the synergy 

between tradition, local production 

and new contemporary patterns 

for surfaces. This opens up new 

possibilities for interior and exterior 

design. Eneida Lombe Tavares 

combines two ancient traditions: 

Portuguese earthenware 

and Angolan basketry in the Caruma 

vase for the design label Vicara.  

Presentation during Dutch 
Design Week 2018
The goal of aicep Portugal Global 

is to provide a platform for young 

talent to display their artwork 

and also to stimulate the Portuguese 

crafts and design industry. 

Re-invented crafts – a new perspective 

on Portuguese design will be presented 

during Dutch Design week 2018 

taking place from 21 – 28 October. 

The exhibition is located at Strijp-S. 
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CREATIVE PEOPLE

Remarkable books, touching movies,

fascinating music and dance. 

Inspiring design, painting that defies 

the senses, touching sculpture 

and an architecture that 

challenges the limits.

The Portuguese create magnificent

works. Works that break the status

quo. Works that change perspective.

Works that renew reality. And that

is why they are so successful.

Portuguese architects, writers 

and singers are awarded Pritzker, 

Nobel and Grammy awards. 

Portuguese painters, 

sculptors and designers

have exhibitions in the most

prestigious international galleries.

CULTURAL AND
CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Festivals and shows produced

in Portugal attract millions 

of people from all over the world.

Culture, design and creativity are also

present in Portuguese products,

in sectors like fashion, furniture,

home textiles, lighting or pottery,

known by their uniqueness

and originality.

Our creativity has no boundaries

and surprises millions 

of people all over the world.
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Close to you to take you further 

aicep Portugal Global exists to support 

the internationalisation of Portuguese 

companies, to attract structural 

investment to Portugal and to enhance 

Portugal’s reputation abroad.

We operate according to a philosophy 

of proximity to companies in 

order to take them further. 

Further in the development of 

their business in foreign markets; 

Further in the development of 

their investments in Portugal.

aicep Portugal Global

Avenida 5 de Outubro, nº 101 

1050-051 Lisboa – Portugal

  +351 217 909 500

  aicep@portugalglobal.pt  

  www.portugalglobal.pt

We work daily to ensure that Portugal 

gets more Global and its economy 

more competitive. A modern country, 

innovative, seductive and the cradle 

of leading companies which are 

received with open arms by the global 

market. And we’re rewarded for 

that. The European Commission has 

awarded AICEP for good practices 

in internationalisation processes and 

the World Bank ranks us in the Top 

10 investment agencies that better 

respond to requests from investors. 

Daily we:

· Facilitate the attraction of 

investment into Portugal.

· Provide support for Portuguese 

companies by broadening 

their export basis.

· Support internationalisation projects. 

· Divulge the Portuguese 

economy abroad. 

· Promote the image of 

Portugal internationally. 

A team of professionals in Portugal 

and in our international offices is 

committed to your success and are 

close to you to take you further.
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SHOWCASE
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Caruma vases are developed 

by a mixture of two techniques: 

earthenware and basketry. 

Eneida Lombe Tavares demonstrates 

the possible relationship between 

these two different construction 

fields, creating a certain degree 

of dependency between them. 

The production takes place in 

Caldas da Rainha in Portugal. 

The base of the vase is developed 

by following a specific earthenware 

tradition that this specific region 

in Portugal is known for. 

This base is complemented 

by a basketry technique from 

Angola, where part of Tavares’s 

roots are from. In this technique, 

sewed coiling is combined with 

local natural fibers -the pine tree 

needles which are called Caruma.  

ENEIDA LOMBE TAVARES

CARUMA VASE

Brand: VICARA

  +351 911 906 934

  paulo.sellmayer@vicara.pt

  www.vicara.pt

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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Brand: DIGITALAB

  +351 910 335 586

  brimet@digitalab.pt

  www.digitalab.pt

DIGITALAB merges analog 

and digital technology in order 

to come up with computationally 

generated designs and structures. 

The designers use a newly 

developed non-fibrous and 100% 

natural material: cork thread. 

The entire production process 

of the thread is conducted 

in a sustainable way. 

The cork is harvested every nine 

years in Portugal without any trees 

being felled. This is followed by a 

mechanical process in which the 

cork particles are compressed into 

layers. Afterwards these layers are 

cut into strings which are soaked in 

a natural bath to increase elasticity. 

This innovative material is used 

in their computationally generated 

designs allowing limitless variations 

of structures for chairs and installations, 

so called Co-RK systems.

BRIMET SILVA

CO-RK SYSTEM

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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João Abreu Valente is known for his 

contemporary approach to ceramics. 

He has worked for over 10 years 

in close collaboration with 

the Portuguese crafts industry 

through which he has mastered 

the knowledge of different types 

of ceramic casting techniques. 

Abreu Valente starts with local 

production techniques and then 

branches out by examining 

and experimenting with different 

techniques and processes. 

In the tableware collection Fusion 

he explores the boundaries of digital 

techniques and craftsmanship. 

3D printing and digital programs allow 

Abreu Valente to create newly refined 

designs and meticulous shapes. 

JOÃO ABREU VALENTE

FUSION

Brand: Studio JAV

  +351 930 603 984

  joaoabreuvalente@gmail.com

  www.studio-jav.com

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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The Inflorescence Vase gives 

the flower vase new meaning. 

Instead of the usual open container, 

the outside surface is the place 

where the flower arrangements are 

suspended. 

This is a contemporary interpretation 

of the garlands made from flowers 

known in the Japanese ikebana tradition. 

For production, 3D Printing (FDM) 

replaces the traditional use of clay 

molds. 

In this way the ceramic process 

is more efficient: less time - 

and labour-consuming.  

MONICA BRAGA DOS SANTOS

INFLORESCENCE VASE

Brand: MONICA SANTOS

  +351 919 619 219

  info@monica-santos.com

  www.monica-santos.com

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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Kite is a suspended lamp inspired 

by the immateriality of light designed 

by Manuel Amaral Netto. 

The design contains only the most 

essential elements: a light source, 

a diffuser and a reflector. 

None of the components are 

redundant. It is a good example 

of the Portuguese design approach: 

embodying efficiency, directness, 

and simplicity in order to meet 

the necessary requirements 

of the solution within a limited amount 

of materials. 

The Kite is assembled by hand 

and is only produced in small batches. 

The power source fitting 

is manufactured by a 3D printing 

additive process. This method enables 

the integration of complex geometry 

into the design. 

MANUEL AMARAL NETTO 

KITE

Brand: THIS IS UTIL

  +351 919 975 119

  manuel@thisisutil.com

  www.thisisutil.com

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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The Wall Project by MAVC is a project 

developed by artist Maria Ana Vasco 

Costa. Her design process is driven 

by the experimentation of color, 

textures and patterns led 

by simple geometrical shapes. 

These shapes are inspired 

by Portuguese traditional 

monochromatic tiles. 

Ana Vasco explores new possibilities 

for the use of traditional tiles 

by new patterns, temperatures, 

colors and glazing methods – all 

adapted to the architectural scale. 

Also the effect of patterns 

on acoustics is examined by the artist. 

In this project the use of traditional 

tiles is transformed into bespoke 

contemporary surface designs. 

This has opened up extensive 

possibilities for interior 

and exterior design.

MARIA ANA VASCO COSTA

THE WALL PROJECT BY 
MAVC

Brand: The Wall Project MAVC

  +351 919 055 612

  mavcstudio@gmail.com

  www.mariaanavascocosta.com

Credits: Jeroen van der Wielen and Lilian van Daal
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aicep Portugal Global Porto

Rua Júlio Dinis, nº 748, 8º Dtº

4050-012 Porto – Portugal

Phone: +351 226 055 300

aicep@portugalglobal.pt

aicep Portugal Global Lisboa

Avenida 5 de outubro, nº 101,

1050-051 Lisboa – Portugal

Phone: +351 217 909 500

aicep@portugalglobal.pt

aicep Portugal Global The Netherlands

Portuguese Trade & Investment Agency | The Hague

Zeestraat 74

2518 AD Den Haag

THE NETHERLANDS

Phone: 00-31 70 328 12 39

aicep.thehague@portugalglobal.pt

portugalglobal.pt


