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Population and language 
 
Portugal has a population of about 10.6 million, of 

which more than half are economically active. The 

demographic concentration is higher near the 

coast, two areas showing particularly higher 

densities, Lisbon (the capital) and Oporto. 

Portuguese is spoken by more than 200 million 

people on continents as far apart as Europe, 

Africa and the Americas. This diversity greatly 

contributes to the strong historical and cultural 

ties Portugal enjoys in the world.  

Summary

Mainland Portugal, along with its semi-
autonomous island regions of the Azores and 
Madeira, offer a market of approximately 10.6 
million people.  

As with all EU countries, Portugal’s borders and 
ports are completely open to the free flow of 
trade with other EU member countries.  

Portugal has a politically stable environment with 
a democratically elected parliamentary 
government and is welcoming of foreign business 
and investment.  

As one of the charter members of the European 
Union (EU), it is fully integrated with the EU and 
uses the Euro currency.   
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