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Over the past 5 years, Human resources, Finance and support, Firm investments and
Throughputs have been the main drivers of the improvement in innovation performance,
in particular as a result from strong growth in S&E and SSH graduates (9.8%), S&E and
SSH doctorate graduates (19.2%), Broadband access by firms (25.1%), Business R&D
expenditures (26.3%), EPO patents (8.4%) and Community trademarks (12.1%).

Source: European Innovation Scoreboard 2008 — January 2009
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and willingness to work. Despite the raise of the skills of the
work force, necessary to shift towards higher value- added and
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Labour costs:
Higher value- added

Average hourly Labour costs in Euro 2006
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Source: Eurostat, January 2008 o
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A considerable percentage of Portuguese are able to

hold a conversation in a language other than their
mother language

At least three
languages

At least two
languages

At least one
language

42 %
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Source: Eurobarometer “EUROPEANS AND THEIR LANGUAGES” - February 2006
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The most widely known languages - % country
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